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Photos by Alton Mitchell U.S. Army Jazz Ambassadors
put on Veterans Day concert

On Thursday, November 11, 2021 Veterans 
Day held something special in Tuskegee on the 
historic grounds where the Tuskegee Airmen 
trained. 
The National Parks Service presented a spe-

cial concert with members of the United States 
Army’s Jazz Ambassadors that brought the 
internationally known and respected band to 
Tuskegee. 
Above: Joy Kinard, Superintendent for Na-

tional Parks Service,  delivers opening remarks 
before the Jazz Ambassadors perform at Moton 
Field. 
Right: One of the Army vocalists at the event, 

Sgt. First Class Randy Wight, stands at atten-
tion during the National Anthem. 
For more photos and details from the event his-

toric event, Please see Page A-8 of today’s edition 
of  The Tuskegee News. 

Council approves ordinance
about activities at the lake 
By ALTON MITCHELL
Community News Editor

It was back to business for the Tuskegee City 
Council on Tuesday, November 9, 2021. Members 
of the city council held their first regular meet-
ing of the month at the Municipal Complex and 
began to pave the road of plans to move Tuskegee 
forward.
The meeting opened in its normal fashion with 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation. Those 
agenda items were followed by members of the 
council taking a look at the agenda they would 
face on Tuesday evening and making adjustments. 
One item that council took into consideration was 
a proposed resolution that council members would 
develop and adopt a resolution to honor a decades 
long local businessman and entrepreneur. 
Before reaching that portion of the meeting 

council tackled the agenda. The first item on the 
menu allowed for citizen comments. Among those 
choosing to speak was Macon County Extension 
Coordinator Janice Hall, who updated council on 
the happenings with the Extension office. Hall 
outlined several workshops and training opportu-
nities the Extension Office has presented recently 
to allow local growers to become more competitive 
in the national markets.

Hall also invited members of council and the 
community to the upcoming open house at the Ma-
con County Extension Office, which will be held 
on Thursday, December 9, 2021 between 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. at the Extension Office on North Main 
Street. The event does require an RSVP. Please 
RSVP no later than December 6 at (334) 727-0340.
Moving on in the meeting, Tuskegee Mayor Tony 

Haygood delivered several remarks during his 
Mayor’s Communication portion of the meeting. 
Among the items discussed by Mayor Haygood 

Dr. Williams ready for challenges of Superintendent of Schools
following many years of experience preparing for the role 
By GUY RHODES
Editor/Publisher

After 21 years as a teacher, principal and 
administrator with the Macon County School 
District, Dr. Melissa Williams is poised to lead 
the school system as its superintendent. 
One of 19 applicants to succeed 

Dr. Jacqueline Brooks as su-
perintendent, Dr. Williams was 
selected one of three finalists for 
the position. The Macon County 
Board of Education (MCBOE) 
unanimously selected her as the 
next superintendent at a called 
meeting earlier this month after 
interviewing the three finalists. 
Dr. Williams will take over as 

superintendent on January 1, 
2022 after negotiating terms of 
her contract that will include 
a minimum salary of $125,000 
annually. The board approved 
an initial three-year contract 
for Dr. Williams 

When deciding to offer the superintendent’s 
job to Dr. Williams, members of the MCBOE 
pointed out that the decision was difficult. They 
mentioned that Dr. Williams and finalists Dr. 
Marlon Jones and Marcus Fuller all exhibited 
passion for education. 
“We are blessed to have three excellent candi-

dates who are passionate about the people they 
serve,” said MCBOE President Mary Hooks.
During her interview with the board, Dr. Wil-

liams discussed how much she has enjoyed her 
21-year career with the Macon County School 
District. 
She started as a classroom teacher at D.C. 

Wolfe Schoolfor three years, spent one yearas 
assistant principal at Carver Elementary School 
before moving up to principal at Carver for 
seven years. She has mostly recently served as 
Director of Human Resources and Professional 
Learning for the district. She has been a part-

time adult education instructor at Trenholm 
State Community College since 2008.
Prior to going into education, Dr. Williams 

worked as a claims examiner with Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield, a business analyst with Elec-
tronic Data Systems and a benefit plans supervi-
sor with Regions Financial Corporation in Mont-

gomery where she was raised and 
completed high school. 
Once she made the decision to 

move into education, Dr. Williams 
has stuck with it. 
“I love Tuskegee and the sur-

rounding area,” Dr. Williams com-
mented. “I love being able to see 
students that I taught or had as a 
principal progress to high school 
and beyond. I can’t stress enough 
the importance of seeing those 
boys and girls advance. 
Dr. Williams points out that her 

son, Christian, graduated from 
Tuskegee University in 2019, 
magna cum laude, with a me-
chanical engineering degree. He 
works with Occidental Chemical 

in Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Dr. Williams has worked directly with Dr. 
Brooks for many years and that should make 
the transition from one superintendent to the 
next smoother. In fact, Dr. Williams has been 
“Superintendent Designee” when Dr. Brooks 
hasn’t been available while representing the 
district at a variety of meetings outside Macon 
County.
Dr. Williams believes there are many positives 

going forward while also addressing many chal-
lenges facing Macon County and other schools 
districts across the country.
She mentioned some of those challenges during 

her interview with the board.
“We lack industries and VictoryLand has not 

been fully operational for years, and that has 

Dr. Melissa Williams 

(See DR. WILLLIAMS, P. A-3

Macon County risk level
for COVID now yellow 
By ALTON MITCHELL
Community News Editor

The number of COVID-19 related cases in Macon 
County continues to show a decline. Data from 
the Alabama Department of Public Health shows 
the county is  trending in the right direction on 
several indicators.
According to the latest data from ADPH as of the 

morning of Tuesday, November 16. There have 
been a total of 2,439 confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in the county since the pandemic began. Among 
those case Macon County has recorded 64 deaths.

The number of cases shows a very low in-
crease over the previous week. According to data 
supplied by ADPH in the seven days leading up to 
Tuesday there have been 268 residents tested in 
Macon County for COVID-19. 
Within the figure of those tested there were only 

six positive cases found over the past week. That 
low number has dropped the county positivity rate 
to 2.2 percent as of Tuesday. 
The positivity rate in Macon County is well below 

the 4.3 percent seen statewide. The number of 
cases across the state continue to decline as many 
counties are showing lower risk levels on the 
ADPH risk indicator. 

Macon County is among those and has a risk 
level yellow or moderate risk. That risk is a far 
improvement over the late summer months when 
the county was continually reported on red or very 
high risk.
Local officials continue to urge residents to 

continue their safe practices. Those include the 
wearing of masks, which is still an ordinance in 
the city of Tuskegee that masks must be worn in 
public spaces.
Statewide there have been 840,495 confirmed 

cases of COVID-19 reported in Alabama through 
the course of the pandemic. Statewide there have 
been 15,999 confirmed deaths related to CO-
VID-19.

(See COUNCIL, P. B-2)


